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The Netherlands... Visual arts of this country areaaimg. Ordinary people and
ordinary landscapes are filled with precise detditgs is the main characteristic of visual arts
in the Netherlands.

This article shows some of the most famous andtandgng painters, facts of their
lives and genius works.

The greatest contribution to painting of the Ne#rets was made by the brothers Van
Eyck: Hubert and Jan. They raised an oil technique new level. All their works have been
staying clean and shiny for years. But van EyckHes were not the only painters in XV-
XVII centuries in the Netherlands. Jan Steen, JoRé&armeer, Peter de Hoch, Hieronymus
Bosch, Peter Breughel, France Hals and hundreasasters painted beautiful, simple and
detailed pictures.

In XVII century only people were in the landscap@npings. After XVII century
people were painted, but the focus was switchethéonature. That was Jan van Gone’s
feature. Jan van Racedal was an opposite side rofGa@ne. His paintings were precise,
partial, with strict adherence to details.

One of the most resilient painters to be noticedar Steen. He preferred certain
themes: learning, public having fun, hospitals. Biinly he portrayed loud episodes in his
paintings. Also he used folk sayings and Bibleistor

The greatest painter of that time was Harmenz viam Rembrandt. He was born in
1606 in the family of a miller and was the sixthl@hHis parents wanted him to become a
bureaucrat or a scientist, but he left the Univgrand got to the studio of a painter Jacob van
Svanenburg, who taught him the basics of Rembsaddiwing and paintings, introduced the
history of art. After wandering around various te&s, he opened an art studio together with
his friend Jan Leavens.

When Rembrandt moved to Amsterdam, he paintedtarpitAnatomy Lesson of Dr.
Tulpe”. That picture made him one of the most fashble young portrait painters in
Amsterdam. In his paintings, he presented himseH &unny gentleman with a glass of wine,
which embraces half turning his wife Saskia, sifton his lap with his back to the viewer.
The plot was full of vitality, energy, and it wasrmeated with love for his wife. During the
same period of time, some famous paintings, deviatekde Biblical themes were made. That
was the time when Rembrandt perfected his technmfupainting and graphics, giving
expressiveness and depth to his creations. Whilevéee studying traditional methods of
writing and the approach to a disclosure orderwias increasingly departing from those
traditions in his work. Instead of smoothing, hénpad with help of glazing smears. Which
were applied in thin layers of transparent andditasent colors over a dense layer of paint
and created a unified pictorial surface of the e@n\He paints pictures sharply, using pasty
strokes and gradually abandoning every detalil.

Some time later his three children died in a fewnths after the birth of the last son,
Titus. His beloved wife Saskia died, soon he last rhother and sisters. Rembrandt was
almost completely deprived of orders and becamankropt. The court sold all his property
three times cheaper than the real cost. Despitelteaontinued to paint portraits.



In February 1668 his son, Titus married Magdaleaa koo, but thereafter he died
shortly. It was a crushing blow to Rembrandt, arudoBer 8th, 1669 he died in the hands of
his daughter Cornelia.

Rembrandt's creative legacy was immense. It affietite work of his students. He
assigned a human being as a central focus of hik,vags inner world, his experience, his
spiritual wealth disclosure.

Another outstanding painter — Vincent Willem vangBpwho painted much later,
after the peak of painting in Holland. In spitetbét it did not prevent him from becoming
one of the most famous painters. He was a sonpaistor. He served as a commissioner of
Art in a trading firm in the Hague, Brussels, Londind Paris, then - as a teacher in England.
He began studying theology in 1878-79.He was agmezain Borinaz (Belgium), where he
learned hard life of miners. Van Gogh painted widssion the disadvantaged — miners of
Borinaz, and later — peasants, artisans, fishermieose lives he could learn in Holland.

At the age of 30 van Gogh began to paint and credensive series of paintings and
sketches, executed in dark, somber tones and pwthedth ardent sympathy for ordinary
people. Living in Paris, van Gogh attended a pevstudio, where he studied the plain air
painting of the Impressionists and Japanese pihising that period, dark palette gradually
gave a way to glittering clear blue, golden yellamd red tones.

Van Gogh’s moving to Arles in 1888, opened a pewbdis maturity as a master.
There he became a determined, peculiar paintirlg atyist. He expressed his attitude to the
world and emotional state of others, using contrgstolor combinations and free pasty
smear.

In the last years of his life, Van Gogh's hard wads complicated by bouts of mental
illness, which led the artist to the tragic cortfliath Gauguin. When he arrived in Arles, Van
Gogh went to hospital, and then he went throughtS2emy and Auvers in-sur-Oise, where
in 1890he committed a suicide.

Van Gogh is the crucial moment in the history ofdpiean culture. His works imbue
with ardent love for life of a simple working man.

Less known, but not a less great painter of then&t&inds was Hieronymus Bosch.
Jerome was born around 1460 in a large family oédigary artists. Grandfather Bosch, Jan
van Aken and his brother were fond of painting. €l two uncles, a father — Anthony van
Aken and a brother Goossen. In 1478 they inhehtedather's shop. His mother came from a
family of a woodcarver. Jerome’s childhood was @umded by artistic medium, the family
art and craft traditions.

In 1480 he returned to Hertogenbosch as a masietepaThe following years he
married Aleyd Goyarts van der Merwe. They did navérany children, but Aleyd allowed
Bosch to dispose the dowry of his discretion.

In 1475-1480 he created such paintings as "SevadIR&ins”, "Marriage in Cana”,
"The Magician" and "Removing Stones Stupidity”. Tgentings pronounce moral character
with elements of irony and satire. After, the Sgariking Philip 1l ordered to hang the "Seven
Deadly Sins" in the bedroom of his residence. Ourihe last years of his life he drew
exclusively stories about Jesus. In his last wotke-picture "Jesus carrying the cross”, Jesus
was depicted with eyes closed because he was uttabdek at raging orgy of evil around
him and that was very impressive. He died in 1546 was buried with military honors in
August 9th in Hertogenbosch, his native place. Hg@xamined several outstanding artists of
the Netherlands in XVII-XX centuries, we may comidndly say that it was the period of
painting flowering period there. In paintings ofthtime domination of solid colors, clear
lines and stories related to ordinary people, @dirlandscapes and situations of daily life
can be noticed. The paint of the works mentioneovabdoes not fade even in our days,
indicating the impeccable mastery of those who eteztthem.



